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Are things getting better?

Robbery Rates in Southern ltaly
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What can we do?
The nevefending circle
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How can we identify the ally harmful
offenders? Very important at times of prison
overcrowding!!
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Criminal Careers & Criminal Firm -

A Can economic insight help reduce crime?
I Do criminals look likkomo economicu’
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Criminal Careers & Criminal Firm -

A Can economic insight help reduce crime?

I Are we assigning the right punishments the right
offenders?
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Criminal Careers & Criminal Firm -

A Part 1: Criminal Careers

Al 23 R2S4a4 NROOSNE FTAO AV
trajectory?
I Industry switching?
I Specialization with tenure?

A Do judges assign longer sentences to those most
likely to reoffend?

I MC=MB?



Criminal Careers compared to whe
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A Golan, Lane, and McEntarfers (2007)
A Of people working in period1

I 24% wi
T 64% wi
T 12% wi

switch industries in t
stay in the same industry in t
exit the labor force in t

I More industry persistence for older workers
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Criminal Careers: The Data -

A Administrative records from two Milanese
Correctional Facilities in collaboration with the
Dipartimentodi Amministraziond’enitenziaria
(Ministry of Justice) and Danielerlizzes€EIEF)

I Incarceratedin Bollateor OperaPrison between
2001 and2012

I Incarcerated at least once for robbery

ALifetime incarceration history
A7.000 robbers, 30,000 incarcerations
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Convicted Criminals in Milan
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Variable Mean Std. Dev. Min. Max. N
Male 0.992 0.091 0 1 29662
Single 0.631 0.483 0 1 29662
In a relationship 0.239 0.426 0 1 29662
Separated or divorced 0.055 0.228 0 1 29662
Age 33.227 10.029 14 83 29662
Age at first incarceration 25.159 7.336 14 83 29662
Experience- 8068 ‘7 024> T > 41 72
Incarceration 1ength (y ears) 1.421 2.337 0 37.37 24031

Total 1 Her-
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The complicated relationship ¢ r
between age and criminality D B

Recidivates

Recidivism
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Shift and expansion of the age ¢ r
distribution D B

Kernel density estimate
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Convicted Criminals in Milan
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Variable Mean Std. Dev. Min. Max. N
College degree 0.047 0.211 0 1 29662
Secondary schooling 0.439 0.496 0 1 29662
Primary schooling degree 0.23 0.421 0 1 29662
Schooling Unknown 0.257 0.437 0 1 29662
Employed 0.143 0.351 0 1 29662
Unemployed O3 0.384 0 1 29662
Employment unknown 0.642 0.479 0 1 29662
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When do people start their careers’ g .
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Human capital and career length
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No schooling degree
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ls Crime Really Random? ' "

DB
Variable Mean Std. Dev. Min. Max. N
Homicide 0.051 0.22 0 1 29662
Assault 0.172 0.377 0 1 29662
Sex-related crime 0.016 0.126 0 1 29662
Theft 0.378 0.485 0 1 29662
Robbery 0.388 0.487 0 1 29662
Extortion 0.064 0.244 0 1 29662
Possession of stolen goods 0.172 0.377 0 1 29662
Drug-related crime 0.176 0.381 0 1 29662
Other crime 0.31 0.462 0 1 29662
Persistence across crimes 0.584 0.493 0 1 23350
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Assault
Drug-related crime
Extortion
Homicide

Other crime
Possession of stolen
Robbery
Sex-related crime
Theft

Total

1st
144
(18.95)
396
(29.60)
H&
(21.32)
182
(14.42)
494
(26.08)
258
(22.85)
1,562
(25.19)
D
(11.90)
953
(28.78)
4,052
(25.00)

2nd
205
(26.97)
354
(26.46)
82
(30.15)
211
(16.72)
493
(26.03)
320
(28.34)
1,404
(22.64)
11
(26.19)
972
(29.36)
4,052
(25.00)

Experience quartiles

3rd
228
(30.00)
293
(21.90)
72
(26.47)
290
(22.98)
524
(27.67)
281
(24.89)
1,567
(25.27)
11
(26.19)
786
(23.74)
4,052
(25.00)

4th
183
(24.08)
295
(22.05)
60
(22.06)
579
(45.88)
383
(20.22)
270
(23.91)
1,668
(26.90)
15
(35.71)
600
(18.12)
4.053
(25.00)

Total
760
(100.00)
1,338
(100.00)
272
(100.00)
1,262
(100.00)
1.894
(100.00)
1,129
(100.00)
6.201
(100.00)
42
(100.00)
3,311
(100.00)
16.209
(100.00)
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How does a criminal career evolve
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Variable Mean Std. Dev. Min. Max. N

Homicide 0.051 0.22 0 1 29662
Assault 0.172 0.377 0 1 29662
Sex-related crime 0.016 0.126 0 1 29662
Theft 0.378 0.485 0 1 29662
Robbery 0.388 0.487 0 1 29662
Extortion 0.064 0.244 0 1 29662
Possession of stolen goods 0.172 0.377 0 1 29662
Drug-related crime 0.176 0.381 0 1 29662
Other crime 0.31 0.462 0 1 29662
Persistence across crimes 0.584 0.493 0 1 23350
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How do criminals move between g
Industries?

DB

i\t —1
Robbery
Homicide
Assault

Sex related c.
Theft
Extortion

Poss. stolen g.

Drug rel. c.
Other c.
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Panel A: Below median experience (< 6 years)

Rob.

0.25
0.01
0.11
0.01
0.24
0.03
0.07
0.10
0.19

Hom.

0.26
0.12
0.08
0.00
0.17
0.06
0.03
0.07
0.21

Ass.
0.24
0.02
0.17
0.02
0.19
0.03
0.07
0.08
0.19

Sex.
0.25
0.00
0.13
0.15
0.15
0.06
0.03
0.06
0.18

The.
0.19
0.01
0.08
0.00
0.46
0.02
0.06
0.05
0.14

Ext.
0.22
0.01
0.11
0.01
0.17
0.16
0.08
0.08
0.16

Poss.

0.22
0.01
0.09
0.01
0.25
0.03
0.16
0.07
0.17
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Dru.
0.18
0.01
0.08
0.00
0.18
0.02
0.05
0.29
0.19

Oth.
0.17
0.01
0.06
0.00
0.18
0.02
0.05
0.10
0.41

Steady state
0.20
0.01
0.09
0.01
0.27
0.03
0.07
0.10
0.22
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Industry switching and experience -

Persistence across crimes

Sectorial persistence Sectorial persistence for robberies

High Frequency
Criminals
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Increasing Specialization
over time
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Crime Is (relativelypersistent
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PERCENTAGE OF ENTRANTS IN 1996—2000 RETURNING TO AN INDUSTRY IN WHICH

THEY HAD BEEN EMPLOYED WITHIN THE PREVIOUS FOUR YEARS

Major 2-digit  3-digit  4-digit

Demographic characteristics industry SIC SIC SIC Counts
Sex Age category in 1996 12 6 5 5 217,669
Female Young (18-25)

Middle age (26-55) 16 11 9 8 537,634

Older (over 53) 18 14 12 11 47,832
Male Young (18-25) 11 6 5 4 237,176

Middle age (26-55) 17 12 10 9 601,899

Older (over 35) 18 14 13 12 57,527
All 15 10 8 8 1,699,737

Golan, Lane, anklicEntarferg2007)
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What can we do with this? -

Al NAYAYIFE /FNBSNARA Fa aai
I Low skilled labor market
ATransitions with related crimes

I More Experience
A More Specialized
A More Active



Are Judges setting MC=MB?' "
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A Future harm (MB) = Recidivism

A Are the factors that are associated with
recidivism also associated with longer
punishments?

I Outcome of 6,039 convictions
AWnhat factors indicate a midareer criminal?

ADo midcareer criminals get longer sentences than
people already at the end of their career?



MB:Whostays in crime? '

<

(1) 2.

Full sample | J ?

Age -0.020%**
(0.003)

Experience -0.005
(0.005)

Incarceration length (vears) -0.009
(0.011)

Total number of incarcerations 0.070%**
(0.005)
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